
SLIDE #1: 

Nehemiah Chapters 8 & 9  

“REVIVAL: The Greater Reconstruction” 

SLIDE #2: 

What is REVIVAL? 

J. Edwin Orr defined revival as: “The Spirit of God working through the Word of 
God, in the lives of the people of God.” 

SLIDE #3: 

“How often the discovery of something new in the loveliness of the Lord Jesus 
has brought with it the discovery of some new corruption in our own hearts…
God will never plant the seed of His life upon the soil of a hard, unbroken spirit. 
He will only plant that seed where the conviction of His Spirit has brought 
brokenness, where the soil has been watered with the tears of repentance as 
well as the tears of joy.” (Redpath) 

SLIDE #4: 

“Our knowledge of our sin should never be bigger than our knowledge of Jesus 
as our savior. We are great sinners, but He is a greater savior.” (Guzik) 

SLIDE #5: 

“Repentance grows as faith grows. Do not make any mistake about it; 
repentance is not a thing of days and weeks, a temporary penance to be got 
over as fast as possible! No it is the grace of a lifetime, like faith itself. 
Repentance is the inseparable companion of faith.” (Spurgeon) 

SLIDE #6:  

“This mentions those Levites and leaders gathered to lead the people in their 
humble confession. It shouldn’t surprise us, or make us feel like failures, if we 
must be led into confession and repentance.” (Guzik) 

SLIDE #7: 

Charles G. Finney says “Revival comes by the right use of clearly defined 
means.”  



Alan Redpath suggested these four examples of “clearly defined means:” 

1) Humility & Repentance 
2) Reflection & Praise 
3) Confession & Truthfulness 
4) Obedience & Action 

SLIDE #8: 

1) Humility and Repentance—Are we willing to humble ourselves and allow 
ourselves to be made uncomfortable in the recognition of our own failures and 
shortcomings? 

SLIDE #9:  

2) Reflection and Praise—Will we value the remembrance of God in our daily 
lives enough to MAKE time to do so? 

SLIDE #10: 

3) Confession and Truthfulness—Are we prepared to openly and honestly 
confess our sin before the Lord and others? 

SLIDE #11: 

4) Obedience and Action- Are we willing to step out in obedience to what God is 
asking of us in a visible and tangible way? 

SLIDE #12: 

VERSES 5b-6: Praising God of Creation 

What element of Creation would you like to praise God for? 

SLIDE #13: 

VERSES 7-8: Praising God who chose Abraham and made a covenant with His 
people 

Which of God’s promises to you would you like to praise and thank Him for? 

SLIDE #14: 

VERSES 9-15: Praising God who delivered from Egypt & provided in the 
wilderness 



What circumstances or difficulties has God delivered you from? How has God 
provided for you in the midst of difficulty? 

SLIDE #15: 

VERSES 16-17a: Sinful response of man to God’s goodness 

What is the sin that currently tempts or ensnares you most? 

SLIDE #16 

Looking at my relationship with others: 

Am I consciously or unconsciously creating the impression that I am a better 
man than I really am? Is there the least suspicion of hypocrisy in my life? Am I 
honest in all my words and acts? Do I exaggerate? 

Am I reliable? Can I be trusted? Do I confidentially pass on what was told to me 
in confidence? Do I grumble and complain in the church? 

Am I jealous, impure, irritable, touchy, distrustful? Am I self-conscious, self-
pitying, or self-justifying? Am I proud? Do I thank God I am not as other people? 
Is there anyone I fear, or dislike, or criticize, or resent? If so, what am I doing 
about it? 

SLIDE #17: 

Looking at my devotion to God: 

Does the Bible live to me? Do I give it time to speak to me? Do I go to bed in 
time and do I get up in time? 

Am I enjoying my prayer life today? Did I enjoy it this morning? When I am 
involved in a problem in life, do I talk about it or pray about it? 

Am I disobeying God in anything, or insisting upon doing something about 
which my conscience is very uneasy? 

When did I last speak to someone else with the object of trying to win him for 
Christ? 



Am I a slave to books, dress, friends, work, or what others think? How do I 
spend my spare time? 

SLIDE #18: 

VERSES 17b-21: God’s gracious reply to a rebellious people 

Can you recall a time of rebellion from God? What was God’s reply to you in the 
midst of, or after that rebellion? What did He do to instruct or sustain you? Or, 
what comfort and love did He speak to you? 

SLIDE #19: 

VERSES 22-31: The cycle of Israel’s relationship with God  

Has there been a repeated pattern of recurring sin in your life? What has that 
pattern looked like? Are you in the midst of a pattern of unfaithfulness to God 
now? 

SLIDE #20: 

VERSES 32-35: A plea to God for intervention 

Do you see yourself as fully delivered from that pattern? How would you like to 
ask God to work or intervene in your life right now? 

SLIDE #21: 

VERSES 36-38: A commitment to God from the people 

What commitment would you like to make to God in your life right now? What is 
the area of your life you would like to take a step of obedience to God in right 
now? 


